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Nancy’s Notes

It shouldn't take a disaster to find out how much the people who surround
you really care and support you in your time of need. Hurricane Sandy will
not easily be forgotten. Did you ever think losing power for a week made
you one of the lucky ones? Our thoughts and prayers remain with those of
us who were and still are being impacted by Sandy and hope the end of road
to recovery is near. Please try to support local businesses and charities as we
come into our summer season and we can show everyone our Jersey Pride.

I'would like to thank everyone for their get well wishes for my mother. I knew
she was beginning to feel better when she started beating me every day in gin.
My only consolation was I was winning most of the Scrabble challenges. After
having a pacemaker put in she is looking forward to my visit in June for her 84th.

My son is attending Drexel for his Master’s in Hospitality, with a GPA of 3.88.
He was asked to join ESD* and I am very proud. How he ever decided on
that career choice I will never know. Yes, the apple doesn't fall far from the
tree. Congratulations Michael and good luck with your thesis.

Just a bit more about family—1I would like to thank my sister Cindy for the
Pina Colada cake recipe in this newsletter. When I make it for our trip info
nights at St. Francis everyone raves about it.

Congratulations to Pat Millinghausen and the work she does with the Mt.
Holly Elks. Last but certainly not least, Tara's daughter Kenna placed first
for her artwork in the national PTA program that stresses the importance of
visual and performing arts in conjunction with literature. She won the Merit
of Excellence award by placing first among Stafford kindergartners.

Calling all Downton Abbey fans!! I'will be the first to admit that a year ago
I had no idea who or what was Downton Abbey. Since then and thanks to
Father Steve; I am hooked and I am sure someone on Holland America’s
Volendam is enjoying Father Steve’s DVDs which I accidentally left behind
without even watching them. So, Iwent to the store and found both Season
One and Two—if T only knew which Tlost. Solved that problem by buying
both and having to admit I lost it in the first place. Uh oh, needed to confess
and repent. Father Steve said I didn't have to replace it; just watch it—I'm
sure you'll enjoy it. Well, he was right; the next three nights after work and
that Saturday and Sunday, I was glued to the TV. We won't even talk about
trying to buy Season Three while in Ireland because it aired there prior to it
being seen in the US.

That was a little history on how easily you can get hooked. What happens to
Lady Mary? And the baby? Lady Edith? Tour Highclere Castle — where it
all happens. The actual estate is over 1,000 acres (larger than Central Park)
and has 50 bedrooms. The current occupant, Fiona, the eighth Countess of
Carnarvon, was once quoted “I suppose if you know how many rooms you've
got, you haven't got a very big house.” So many more sights that will remind
every fan why they enjoy watching the series and some background informa-
tion you may not even know about.

*Eta Sigma Delta

Eta Sigma Delta (ESD) is an international honor society that recognizes
exceptional academic achievement among hospitality and tourism students
at the baccalaureate and master levels. Eta Sigma Delta is administered by
the International Council on Hotel, Restaurant and Institution Education
(I-CHRIE), the leading international association devoted to hospitality and
tourism education. The ESD chapter provides professional, organizational
and educational benefits that affect individual students, the hospitality pro-
gram and the institution. The professional benefits include an opportunity
for outstanding students to distinguish themselves in the eyes of educators,
recruiters and industry executives in an increasingly competitive industry.
+ Must have completed 50% of coursework
- Must be a major in Hospitality Management
« Must have an overall grade point average of 3.50 or higher and be in the top
15% of your class.

Ronald Applegate Exhalted Ruler of Mt Hol-
ly Elks #8438 presents Elk of the year award to
Pat Millinghausen. Pat was chairperson this
year for the Elks National Foundation. Mt.
Holly had a record year and placed seventh
in the state.

Pat also placed 10th in the US in the Chair-
men’s Challenge for Elks National Foundation

Dancing with the Stars: At Sea
Classes and competition on every cruise*

Whether you want to Tango in South
America or Quickstep in the Caribbean,
it’s all part of the incredible Dancing with
the Stars: At Sea activities now available on
every Holland America Line cruise!*

Available on all cruises:

- Participate in complimentary dance classes
and an exhilarating competition based on
the ABC smash hit show:"Dancing with
the Stars” One lucky Cruise Champion will
emerge from each cruise.

- At the end 0f2013, the Cruise Champion
with the highest score from each ship
will be invited to the complimentary 7-day
Champions Cruise — where 15 Cruise

Champions will dance for the coveted mirror ball trophy and title of Holland

America Line’s Dancing with the Stars: At Sea Grand Champion.

On select sailings:

- In addition, on five select cruises celebrities and professional dancers
from “Dancing with the Stars” will be on board and will appear in dazzling
production shows at night.

So get ready. Get out your dancing shoes. Our unique Dancing with the Stars: At

Sea experience brings the thrill of the hit ABC show to the sea! Book Now and

Save up to 50% on many of our most popular itineraries.
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YAL PRINCESS

Godmother of Royal Princess’

We are delighted to announce that our new Royal Princess will be officially
named by Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cambridge. The grand
ceremony will take place in Southampton, England on June 13. We can think
of no better way to celebrate our company’s British heritage than by having
The Duchess, admired around the world for her style and grace, serve as
Godmother to our newest ship. Princess has a rich history of celebrated God-
mothers throughout the years including names such as Margaret Thatcher,
Audrey Hepburn, Sophia Loren and the Princess of Wales.

Royal Princess will arrive at Ocean Terminal in Southampton, England on
Friday, June 7 for a week of festivities before the official inauguration ceremo-
ny. After two short preview cruises, Royal Princess will embark on a maiden
voyage on June 16, followed by Grand Mediterranean cruises throughout the
Summer and Eastern Caribbean cruises beginning in the Fall.
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Ocean Blue

The newest Norwegian Cruise Lines ship, the Nor-
wegian Getaway, will sail year round

from Miami to the Eastern Caribbean starting in
February 2014. Celebrity chefand Food Network
star Geoffrey Zakarian will oversee the opening of
his second seafood restaurant, Ocean Blue. His first
will be on the NCL Breakaway; sailing this May from
NYC to Bermuda. Ocean Blue, will bring a luxury
seafood dining experience to both ships, utilizing all
of the ingredients and techniques Geoffrey Zakarian
employs in his land based establishments. On select
sailings he will host meet-and-greets with guests,
along with in-person cooking demonstrations and
an intimate cooking experience for smaller groups.

Ocean Blue, the Raw Bar and Ocean Blue on the
Waterfront are just three of the incredible dining
options that will be found amongst three expansive,
flowing decks of dining venues, bars, entertainment
and gaming. The Waterfront, the ship’s oceanfront
boardwalk and 678 Ocean Place, are the central
hub of the ship. These two areas, lined with shops,
restaurants and bars, represent a major innovation
in ship design, offering guests an unparalleled expe-
rience with a unique connection to the ocean.

Icelandair To Launch
Newark Service

Icelandair is pleased to announce it will begin sched-
uled service from Newark Liberty International
Airport (EWR) on October 28,2013.

Icelandair has served the New York City market for
over 60 years with flights to and from John F. Ken-
nedy International (JFK) and will continue to do so.
The Newark flights will supplement the JFK service
and will operate four times per week on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

We are just back from a spectacular trip ar-
ranged for us by Nancy at Hometown Travel.
We traveled with AMA Waterways from
Budapest to Prague. We are grateful to Nancy
for suggesting this trip. Her thoughtful plan-
ning made this trip one in which you need
not worry about any of the details. We had a
wonderful time, met new friends, saw incred-
ible sights and ate/drank too much! Thanks
again to Nancy for a wonderful trip.

Dick and Evelyn of Long Beach Island

Come and “Like” Us at
facebook.com/hometowntravelnj

Our Trip to Ital

We left Newark International Airport on Sept. 20th and arrived in Rome, Italy on Sept. 21st. Our ride from

the airport to the Hotel (The River Palace) was waiting for us as Nancy, owner of Home Town Travel, had
arranged. For the next four days we had private tours of the city and the Vatican. Every tour was fun and
informative. The tour guides were friendly and spoke perfect English. I thought I knew of some good Ital-
ian Restaurants and pizza shops here in NJ, but Rome is certainly the exception.

After checking out of the hotel in Rome we were driven to the train station for our next stop, Florence. The
bullet trains are fast and very comfortable. We were met at the train station by a private driver and driven
to our hotel, The Berchelli, on the Arno River. Again hotel staff and tour guides were great. We toured Flor-
ence for two days. On the third day we had a bus tour of the city of Sienna and the Tuscany region.

After a speedy train ride from Florence, our next stop was Venice. This time we were met by a water taxi
and driven down the Grand Canal by boat to our hotel. Venice is really something to see, “A City on
Water”. We had great walking tours and a ride on a gondola. We heard opera singers at the opera house
and on the gondola. Saint Marks Square is something to see.

We left Italy on Oct. 1st and arrived back in Newark. Everyone of our connections and hotels were
wonderful, thanks to Nancy from Home Town Travel.

Bruce & Linda Michel
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The Secrets Of Highclere Castle

(PBS Documentary)

Secrets of Highclere Castle is the true story of one of the world’s most fa-
mous homes, Highclere Castle in England. Famous as the location backdrop to
the hugely-popular cos-
tume drama Downton
Abbey, the castle also - l'd:
has its own extraordi-
nary tales to tell

For centuries it has
been the real-life home
of the aristocratic
Carnarvon family, and
has entertained Kings

and Queens of England Courtesy of Lord and Lady Carnarvon. Highclere Castle.

along with a host of

nobilities and celebrities. An ancestor of the modern-day Lord and Lady
Carnarvon bankrolled the expeditions that discovered the tomb of Tutankha-
men, which explains one of this stately home’s astonishing secrets. Hidden
within secret compartments in its wall are centuries-old Egyptian relics,
while in the basement are replicas of the contents of the tomb itself: a slice of
Egyptian history transported to the depths of the English countryside.

The show explores Highclere’s illustrious history and reveals that truth can
often be stranger than fiction. Many of the events played-out in the fictional
Downton Abbey are based-upon true tales from Highclere’s past. Just like its
television counterpart, the castle was, for example, a military hospital that played
avital role in the First World War. The hospital, complete with operating theater,
was set-up and run by the fabulously wealthy Lady Almina, the Sth Countess of
Carnarvon, who traded the trappings of her comfortable aristocratic life for the
chance to nurse wounded officers brought home from the battlefront.

In the early years of the 20th Century,English aristocrats owned more than
half of the land in the country, and the phrase ‘nothing exceeds like excess’ was
coined to describe their lifestyles. It was a world of luxury and indolence for a
wealthy few; supported by an army of servants toiling ceaselessly “below stairs” to
make the privileged lives of their Lords and Ladies run as smoothly as possible.

And Highclere was no exception. It was deemed, the social epicenter of Ed-
wardian England, and even hosted HRH The Prince of Wales, the future King
of England, for the most extravagant shooting party in Highclere’s history.
The bill came to a staggering thirty thousand dollars just to feed the guests.

Unsurprisingly, such high life took its toll on the pockets of the aristocrats.
Owners of British manor houses were “land rich,” but “cash poor,” and many
sought out rich wives as a means of improving their financial fortunes. The
Sth Earl of Carnarvon earned new money for the estate through his marriage
to a teenage heiress named Almina Wombwell, the illegitimate daughter of
banking giant Alfred De Rothschild. She gained a title and access to High
Society: he gained access to her fabulous wealth.

Even so, the social and political changes that followed the end of the war
in 1918 were to spell ruin for many British country estates. Huge increases
in income tax and death duties meant that many families were forced to sell
homes that had stood proud for centuries. For British aristocracy it was the
end of life as they knew it. Great country estates fell into ruin and many were

demolished. Life at Highclere changed forever — but the house withstood it all.

Today, the castle remains the family home of Lord and Lady Carnarvon. At
around a million dollars a year in upkeep, the life of the English nobility is no
longer one of extravagant parties and opulence. Secrets of Highclere Castle
gives a privileged, behind-the-scenes taste of what it is like to be a modern-
day Lord and Lady living in a home with 1300 years of English history.

Announcing Norwegian Breakaway’s
Home Port and Hull Artist

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg and Norwegian Cruise Line CEO Kevin
Sheehan are proud to announce that Norwegian Breakaway will make New
York City her year-round home port. Beginning in May 2013, Norwegian
Breakaway-which will be the largest ship ever to home port in the city-will
replace Norwegian Star, and embark on a minimum of 88 cruises from the
Manhattan Cruise Terminal through March 31,2015. Norwegian Cruise
Line was the first cruise line to homeport year-round in New York City begin-
ning in 2003. Since then, we have been committed to bringing our newest
and largest ships to the Big Apple, with two ships calling in New York City
since 2005. Norwegian Gem will continue to sail from New York City year-
round and Norwegian Star will sail 15 times from New York in 2013 before

being replaced.

Following inaugural events, the ship will sail a series of 22 seven-day cruises
from New York to Bermuda beginning May 12,2013 through October 6,
2013. Departing on Sundays, the ship will spend three full days in Bermuda,

along with three days at sea.

We would also like to announce that pop icon and America’s most popular
living artist, Peter Max, has been commissioned to paint the signature hull
artwork for Norwegian Breakaway. This is the first time we have asked a well-
known artist to paint the hull artwork on one of our ships. With paintings on
exhibition in hundreds of museums and galleries worldwide, Peter Max and
his vibrant colors have become part of the fabric of contemporary culture. Max
has been successively called a Pop Icon, Neo Fauvist, Abstract Expressionist
and the United States” “Painter Laureate.” Max has a long-standing career as the
preeminent Pop artist in America. His art appears on a 600-foot stage for the
Woodstock Music Festival; the covers of Verizon's New York City yellow and
white pages; and a giant mural unveiled at the 2002 Winter Olympics. Max has
also been designated Ofhicial Artist of five Super Bowls, six Grammy Awards,
World Cup USA, The World Series, the United Nations Earth Summit, and
numerous other events. Max was honored at the Jefferson Awards with an
award for his lifetime dedication to America, and its charitable causes. For

more information on Norwegian Breakaway go to www.ncl.com/breakaway.

With the advent of the Internet, many industry observers felt the need for
travel agents had passed. By 2009, however, CNN was reporting that an
increasing number of travel buyers preferred to talk with a real person when
buying travel services. According to a study released by Forrester Research,
46 percent of US. leisure travelers enjoyed using the Internet to book travel in
2009, down from 53 percent in 2007. Increasingly, travelers were finding that
access to pricing information is not the same as access to value information.
“What the Internet has done is given us a nation that knows the price of ev-
erything and the value of nothing,” said Bill Maloney, CEO of the American
Society of Travel Agents in the CNN piece.
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TSAto replace
“naked” scanners
at major hubs

Passengers traveling to and
from the US can rest assured
their “privates” will remain
private after the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA)
announced it would be replacing
controversial x-ray body scanners
with less invasive machinery at
several major airports.

New millimetre-wave Ad-
vanced Imagining Technology
(AIT) machines at Los Angeles,
Boston Logan, Chicago O'Hare,
Charlotte Douglas, Orlando,
LaGuardia and John F. Kennedy
airports will see the “naked” scan-
ners phased out over the coming
months..

According to a TSA spokesper-
son, the new machines perform
the same function as the body
scanners but screen a person in
as little as ten seconds as well as
pose less radiation concerns.

Additionally, the new AIT devices
do not map a person’s body in as
much as detail, instead highlighting
possible threats underneath cloth-
ing with an orange square.

“What comes up is a comput-
er-generated image that’s the
same for everyone — kind of
like an outline of a person,” the
spokesperson said.

“Ifyou forgot to remove your
cell phone from your pocket, it
shows up as a yellow box around
that area.

“The officer knows where to search,
and you'll be able to see why hes target-

ing that area”

1 i ..
Thanks so much, Nancy! Mr. & Mrs. William Schust of Little Egg Harbor

INTRODUCING

PREPARE TO BE WOWEDsw

Royal Caribbean International® unveils a Quantum leap forward in cruising. With newly
designed staterooms, innovative features, and transformative venues, Royal Caribbean’s
newest ship, Quantum of the Seas, elevates cruising to an entirely new level. Sailing Fall
2014 from the New York area.

NORTH STAR™ RIPCORD BY iFLY® SEAPLEX™

A spectacular journey more The first sky-diving First-ever burnper car rink in
than 300 feet above sea level. simulator at sea. the largest indoor active

space at sea.
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¢5¢



Home Town Travel’s Groups

Hawaii Cruise
(September 5-19,2013)

Fly to Vancouver for an overnight
before boarding RCCL's Rhapso-
dy of the Seas; where after some
relaxing sea time you will visit

the islands of Hawaii along with
an evening sail passing Mount
Kilauea. Rate includes airfare on
United Airlines from Newark, one
night at the Marriott in Vancouver,
cruise accommodations as select-
ed, port and air taxes, transfers
in Vancouver and Honolulu, all
shipboard meals (excluding any
specialty restaurants) and some
special Home Town amenities.
Rates are subject to availability.
Call for more information.

many more. A valid passport is
required. Price per person based
on double occupancy is $3449.00.
For more information and detailed
itinerary call Nancy or Tara.

Washington D.C.
Exploring America’s
Capital

(Octoher 2-8, 2013)

Highlights of this tour are: U.S.
Capitol Building Tour, White
House Visitor Center, World War
11 Memorial, Mount Vernon,
Arlington National Cemetery,
Smithsonian Institution, Baltimore,
Annapolis, Washington National
Cathedral and Ford’s Theatre.
Price per person based on double
occupancy is $1749.00, which in-
cludes 6 breakfasts and 3 dinners.
For more information call Nancy.

Poland (October 10-21,
2013)

This spectacular trip will include:
Airfare from Newark into Warsaw,
professional tour escort throughout,
ten hotel nights including porterage,
service charges and hotel taxes,
ten breakfasts and five dinners, and
visits and admission fees to: War-
saw Castle, the Black Madonna,
Church of Fatima Holy Virgin and

Downton Abhey And
London (April 21-2],
2014)

This trip will be touring and visiting
the important sights that every

fan will recognize. Along with

five nights in this vibrant city, two
full days of sightseeing will be
devoted to the series. We will visit
Highclere Castle (the home of the
Crawley family), Bampton in Ox-
fordshire, the fictitious town home
to Downton, Waddeston Manor,
where Mary and Sir Richard were
to move, the Cottage Hospital

and Matthew Crawley’s home. A
drive by Byfleet Manor, the home
of the Dowager cousin Violet.
Sights in London also pertain

to the history of the show which
include the British Museum with its
Egyptology section and the home
of the Rosetta Stone, the Imperial
War Museum and Churchill War
Rooms. Is this your first time in
London? Do not fear—you will still
be able to see the sights with a
panoramic tour of the city with Big
Ben and Buckingham Palace, a
visit to the Tower of London and
the Crown Jewels and Westmin-
ster Abbey, the final resting place
of Chaucer, Sir Isaac Newton and
the Bronte Sisters. It was also the
place of Princess Diana’s funeral
and the wedding of her son, Prince
William, to Kate Middleton.

Russian waterways
cruise tour [Septem-
her7-19,2014)

Rescheduled info night is Thurs-
day, April 18, 2013 at 6:00pm

Enjoy an 11 night grand cruise
from St. Petersburg to Moscow.
The three nights you spend in

St. Petersburg will be aboard the
deluxe AmaKatarina. Cruise on to
Svirstroy, Kizhi, Goritsy, Yaroslavi,
Uglich and finish with two nights
on board in Moscow. Included
features are life enriching tours
and excursions daily with your
personal headset, fine dining with
all meals included, free flowing
wine, beer and soft drinks with
every dinner on board, cocktail
reception and welcome dinner, a
home visit with a Russian family,
ballet performance at the Hermit-
age, lectures, Russian language
classes, themed dinners and
cooking demonstrations along
with afternoon and evening piano
music and more. Rates start at
$3,999 per person plus $253 port
tax. Round trip airfare, taxes and
fuel surcharges are additional.

Bermuda Cruise -
Norwegian
Breakaway

(May 4-11,2014)

Sail aboard the brand new Norwe-
gian Breakaway to Bermuda and
spend three days at King's Wharf.
The Breakaway is the largest
ship (4,028 passengers based on
double) to call New York its home
port. Marvel at the hull design by
Peter Max. The Legendary Radio
City Rockettes arte the honorary
Godmothers. The Breakaway will
have family cabins, spa suites
and solo studios for the single
traveler. Group pricing for mid-
ship, ocean view (with picture
window) cabins start at $1,299
per person double and include all
fees and government taxes.
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Disney Parks
Debut 24-Hour
“Monstrous Sum-
mer Memorial
Day Weekend

Walt Disney World Resort and Dis-
neyland Resort will kick off what it is
dubbing a “Monstrous Summer” by
keeping three theme parks open for
24 hours nonstop on Memorial Day
Weekend. The Magic Kingdom Park
in Florida and Disneyland Park and
Disney California Adventure Park in
California will stay open from 6 a.m,
May 24 to 6 am,, May 25. The week-
end will take its inspiration from the
upcoming Disney Pixar comedy
adventure Monsters University.

Monster stars Mike and Sulley (the
big blue monster and the yellow
eyeball) will host the All-Nighter.

In Florida, the Magic Kingdom will
feature a Monsters University theme
where Mike and Sulley will be the
Grand Marshals of the Celebrate
aDream Come True day parade.
Guests also will find extra entertain-
ment throughout the day and night,
including characters in their pajamas
in Town Square during the late night
and early morning, and late-night
dance parties in and around the
courtyard of Cinderella Castle.

In California, both parks will feature
special entertainment, including a
Monster’s University, TLT Mon-
strous Dance Club and Star Wars
characters in Tomorrowland, and
late-night Character Pajama Party in
Mickey’s Toontown at Disneyland.
The new Fantasy Faire Royal Theatre
at Disneyland will become a Royal
Dance Hall late at night with a live
band and dancing. Disney California
Adventure guests will find Mon-
strous photo opportunities with
new Monsters University “Dorms”
in Hollywood Land and a new
Monsters University float leading
the Pixar Play Parade.

All three parks will feature limited-
edition specialty merchandise and
food and beverage offerings plus
other surprises throughout the
entire day.



Hello Nancy.

First, let me finally take a moment to say “THANK YOU” for everything you
did to make our first family vacation to Disney an awesome experience.

Gregg and I had taken our older son, Nick to Animal Kingdom when he was
four, but only a day trip. Finally, last October, our second son, Mikey was old
enough for us to take “the plunge” and Nick was turning 11. We went over

our anniversary and Nick’s birthday. We booked our trip with Hometown and
YOU. Because of our package, we were able to have free breakfast every day and
we had fine amenities at our hotel......Enough for a family who only slept there!
Because we had 2 celebrations during this vacation, we made memories and had
dinner at 2 awesome restaurants. We rented a convertible Camaro and the boys
had the time of their lives. Here are a few photos. Thank you again for taking the
time to ensure we had a wonderful experience (the boys keep asking when we

are going back!)
Thank you again........You ROCK!

Lesley and Gregg Merritt (and Nick and Mikey)

This is an amazing place. Especially loved the diamonds!

Wondertul trip so far! Thanks for your help!

Art & Penny Rone of Forked River visit London, Buckingham Palace
and the crown jewels.

Rob & Stacy Petry of Bayville and children, Gordon, Danielle & Griffin .

Dear Nancy,
I wanted to thank you for sending us on the Monarch of the Seas, Royal

Caribbean cruise to the Bahamas this past November. Our entire family
had a wonderful time and made so many memories. The ship was beau-

HOuSton D epar tures for Nor Wegian tiful and a perfect size for the S of us. So many activities were scheduled

ewel aribb can Pl.in cess throughout the day that we often had to choose which to attend. The
J ’ C days were exhausting and full of fun. The food was perfect for my picky

Norwegian Cruise Line and Princess Cruises have committed to homeport

eaters and the My Time dining was ideal considering we didn’t want
ships at Houston's Bayport Cruise Terminal. In November 2013, the 3,080-pas-

commit to a schedule on vacation. Our waiters made dining a unique
senger Caribbean Princess will begin a series of Houston-based sailings, with 26

departures planned for the winter season. Beginning in fall 2014, the 2,374-pas-
senger Norwegian Jewel will depart from Houston for at least three years. The

experience with a riddle each night for us to figure out. We couldn’t say
enough about the four day trip to the Bahamas other than next time
we'll go longer! Thanks so much!

last time Norwegian home ported a ship in Houston was in 2007. Stacy Petry
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Home Town Travel

145 N. Main Street
Manahawkin, NJ 08050
(609) 597-5100




